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Education Attainment 

A majority of survey respondents from the City of Chicago, 
Suburban CMAP, non-CMAP MPO Areas, and non-MPO Areas 
stated education levels of Bachelor’s degree or Advanced 
degree.  The largest category in the City of Chicago was 
Advanced degree holders (47%).  About 58% of respondents 
from the non-MPO areas stated education levels of Bachelor’s 
degree or higher. 
 
According to the 2013 ACS estimates, about 31.4% of the 
people in the State of Illinois have a Bachelor’s degree or 
higher.  Outside the CMAP region, about 22.6% of people 
have a Bachelor’s degree or higher.  About 34.2% of people in 
the City of Chicago and 37.0% of people in the Suburban 
CMAP areas have a Bachelor’s degree or higher.  In Chicago, 
about 13.8% of people have a Graduate or Professional degree. 
 
The comparisons between the 2013 ACS five-year estimates and the survey respondents for the same areas suggest that 
the survey sample is generally more male, more educated, more likely to be employed, and have a higher household 
income than the overall populations.   Age distributions also differed between the 2013 ACS estimates and the survey 
respondents.  About 44% of Chicago respondents were between 25 and 35.  This group is estimated to include 19.1% of 
the city’s general population.   Over 70% of Suburban CMAP respondents were between 35 and 65.  The 2013 ACS 
survey estimates that about 41% of the population is between those ages.  Over 38% of respondents from outside the 
CMAP region were over 55 years old.  The ACS estimates about 28.4% of the state’s population outside the CMAP region 
is over 55. 

5.1 TRANSPORTATION MODES USED ON DAILY AND WEEKLY BASIS 
 
The mode shares reported by survey respondents suggest 
greater balance in the City of Chicago than in the Suburban 
CMAP, the non-CMAP MPOs, or the non-MPO Areas.  Chicago 
is served by three commuter and transit rail systems--the CTA 
rapid transit network, the Metra Commuter Rail network, and 
the South Shore Line; two bus systems--the CTA and the PACE 
Suburban Bus service; and the city’s growing bicycle 
infrastructure.  The city also emphasizes pedestrian 
accommodations and pedestrian access in its current 
planning policies.  Residents of the City of Chicago often have 
more options and opportunities to use trains, buses, and 
bicycles than residents of the Suburban CMAP areas. 
 
CTA rail and bus services extend into some parts of the 
Suburban CMAP area.  Metra and PACE Suburban Bus, 
however, provide most of the transit services in the Suburban 
CMAP area.  Metra and PACE services and schedules are 
often oriented around work commuting patterns.  The 
schedules and coverage areas can limit opportunities to use these services during non-peak hours and for non-work 
destinations.  Chicago’s bike paths and bike sharing infrastructure provide increased opportunities to use bikes for 
commuting and other purposes.    

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

Trains
Buses

Bike
Car

Walking
City of Chicago

Daily Weekly Don't use

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

Trains
Buses

Bike
Car

Walking
Suburban CMAP

Daily Weekly Don't use

0%

20%

40%

60%

City of
Chicago

Suburban
CMAP

Non-CMAP
MPOs

Non-MPO
Areas

Education

Not a high school graduate High school graduate
Some college, but no degree Associate's degree
Bachelor's degree Advanced degree

 
6 

307 Harlem 2002 63rd Archer 1.56 1.48 1.51 
307 Harlem 2003 Archer Ogden 1.37 1.40 1.40 
307 Harlem 2005 Ogden Cermak 1.75 1.78 1.66 

307 Harlem 2006 Cermak 
CTA Green 
Line 1.40 1.43 1.35 

307 Harlem 2007 CTA Green Line North 1.77 1.70 1.67 
307 Harlem 2008 North Grand 1.47 1.47 1.23 
307 Harlem 2502 Grand North 0.94 0.89 0.85 

307 Harlem 2503 North 
CTA Green 
Line 1.66 1.66 1.63 

307 Harlem 2504 CTA Green Line Cermak 1.54 1.53 1.52 
307 Harlem 2506 Cermak Ogden 1.60 1.67 1.60 
307 Harlem 2507 Ogden Archer 1.30 1.40 1.33 
307 Harlem 2508 Archer 63rd 1.19 1.23 1.15 

 

  JUL 2014 AUG 2014 SEP 2014 Overall 
AM Peak 1.35 1.32 1.24 1.30 
PM Peak 1.39 1.36 1.33 1.36 

 

Table 2: AM and PM Peak Travel Time Ratios for Three Pace Bus Routes 

The above TTR values appear to correspond to TCQSM expected values, with only one segment (1099) 
observing values higher than 2.0 in the scope of analysis. As shown, during the months of July 2014 and 
August 2014, the AM Peak values for this Golf to Lake segment recorded values of 2.47 and 2.42, 
respectively.  However, as this segment was artificially assembled by assuming constant speed and 
extracting values only from the portions of route No. 270 that fell on Milwaukee Avenue (the route 
deviates from the arterial road system and TMC coverage), these values may be suspect. 

Five segments recorded values lower than 1.0, during the AM Peak.  For route No. 270, these are 
segments 1002 (0.97 in September 2014), 1003 (0.91 in September 2014), 1006 (0.99 in July 2014 and 
0.88 in September 2014)), and 1505 (0.82 in July 2014, 0.74 in August 2014, and 0.66 in September 
2014).  For route No. 307, the applicable segment is 2502 (0.94 in July 2014, 0.92 in August 2014, and 
0.86 in September 2014). 

Three segments recorded values lower than 1.0, during the PM Peak.  For route No. 270, these 
segments are 1006 (0.98 in August 2014) and 1505 (0.70 in July 2014, 0.66 in August 2014, and 0.73 in 
September 2014).  For route No. 307, the applicable segment is 2502 (0.94 in July 2014, 0.89 in August 
2014, and 0.85 in September 2014). 

Values less than 1.0 indicate that bus speed is faster than general traffic speed, which could suggest that 
a low number of stops are being made in those locations or that field conditions favor the lane of bus 
travel (right lane) compared to the other general traffic lane. PM Peak TTR values are slightly greater in 
value compared to AM Peak TTR values, with an overall average value 4.6% higher (1.36/1.30). 

The data was visualized on a map to check for patterns. Routes are displayed with southbound direction 
on the left and the northbound direction on the right. Figure 1, which depicts the AM Peak, revealed a 
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The Illinois Statewide Congestion Analysis Project seeks to define a 
multi-modal view of traffic congestion as experienced across the state 
and approaches to mitigate congested conditions.

The project tasks develop performance metrics for multiple types of 
vehicles across the statewide network.  Project tasks have addressed 
express bus and local bus performance, tollway and expressway 
congestion, arterial and intermodal connector behaviors, grade 
crossing delays, and connections to airports and intermodal terminals.

DAMA is the Prime for this project and applies its experience and skills 
in SQL and SAS data analysis, GIS analysis, transit operations, freight 
logistics, Intelligent Transportation Systems (ITS), survey analysis, and 
stakeholder engagement to identify locations where congestion occurs 
and opportunities to address those conditions.

DAMA uses data sources from Illinois Department of Transportation, 
the Federal Highway Administration, the National Highway System, 
National Performance Management Research Data Set (NPMRDS), 
CMAP, the RTA, Pace, and the CTA.  DAMA has developed tools and 
methods to combine data from these sources, identify performance 
measurements, and report conditions across multiple modes.
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